
Resolution No. 43 
COMMITTEE ASSIGNMENT: Resolutions 
Re:  EMS Physician Medical Directors 
 

1 WHEREAS, the IAFF endorses and   
2 promotes the use of fire fighters, fire fighter-  
3 EMTs and fire fighter-paramedics to support,  
4 augment, and/or provide tiered medical response,  
5 on scene emergency medical care, and patient  
6 transport; and 
7 WHEREAS, the IAFF also has numerous   
8 single-role EMTs and paramedics within the  
9 membership who function within fire  

10 departments or within stand-alone EMS systems  
11 that are either government-based third service,  
12 contracted service, or hospital-based; and  
13 WHEREAS, the IAFF, on behalf of its  
14 affiliates engages in local EMS system designs  
15 and operations on a regular basis; and 
16 WHEREAS, the IAFF, on behalf of its   
17 affiliates engages in EMS policy on the local  
18 state, provincial, tribal and federal levels in the   
19 United and Canada; and 
20 WHEREAS, EMS physician medical  
21 directors that are board certified in emergency  
22 medicine are a necessary part of every local,  
23 state, provincial, tribal, and federal component of  
24 EMS; and 
25 WHEREAS, EMS physician medical  
26 directors are only beginning to understand basic  
27 EMS system design; and 
28 WHEREAS, EMS physician medical  



29  directors, throughout the United States and  
30 Canada may not understand the importance or  
31 strength of the IAFF and organized labor; and 
32 WHEREAS, the IAFF needs EMS  
33 physician medical directors who are board  
34 certified in emergency medicine to act as  
35 advocates to support and promote unionized fire- 
36 based EMS providers and unionized single-role  
37 EMS providers; and 
38 WHEREAS, changes and advances in  
39 technology and the practice of emergency  
40 medicine, prehospital, and out-of-hospital patient  
41 care can influence the conditions of work of fire  
42 Fighters, fire fighter-EMTs, fire fighter-  
43 paramedics, and single role EMS providers; and    
44        WHEREAS, building relationships with  
45 EMS physician medical directors will provide the  
46 IAFF with a means to educate other EMS  
47 physician medical directors about the use of fire  
48 fighters and single-role EMS providers who  
49 support, augment, and or provide, tiered medical  
50 response, on scene emergency medical care, and  
51 patient transport, as well as EMS system design   
52 and the importance of the IAFF and organized  
53 labor; and 
54      WHEREAS, the IAFF is duty bound to  
55 advance EMS as an industry and profession;  
56 therefore be it  
57       RESOLVED, That this resolution replace  
58 resolution 2002-41 from the 46th IAFF   
59 Convention that created an IAFF and Yale  
60 University EMS Medical Director Fellowship;  



61 and be it further  
62        RESOLVED, That the IAFF will build a  
63 cadre of EMS physician medical directors that are  
64 board certified in emergency medicine, from the  
65 United States and Canada to act as advocates,   
66 provide subject matter expertise, and educate  
67 their peers about the use of unionized fire fighters  
68 and single-role EMS providers to support,   
69 augment and/or provide EMS, tiered medical  
70 response, patient transport, system design and the  
71 importance of the IAFF and organized labor; and  
72 be it further 
73 RESOLVED, That per capita tax be  
74 dedicated to fund the cadre of EMS physician  
75 medical directors; and be it further 
76 RESOLVED, That the IAFF make  
77 reasonable effort to identify and apply for grant  
78 opportunities to offset funding costs. 
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Cost Estimate: 3 cents ($0.03) 
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