
Substitute Resolution No.  45 
COMMITTEE ASSIGNMENT:  Resolutions 
Re: IAFF Foundation Funding 
 

1  WHEREAS, the IAFF Foundation has  
2 consistently met the needs of IAFF members across  
3 North America by providing core services such as  
4 millions of dollars’ worth of disaster relief grants,  
5 burn assistance grants, survivor scholarships, hosting  
6 the annual Fallen Fire Fighters Memorial (FFFM) 
7 ceremony, and providing behavioral health and 
8 wellness services through the IAFF Center of 
9 Excellence; and 

10  WHEREAS, the IAFF Foundation has  
11 consistently adapted to the everchanging needs of  
12 members, such as delivering nearly $400,000 worth  
13 of vaccines to IAFF members during Hurricane  
14 Harvey; and 
15  WHEREAS, best practices dictate that a charity’s  
16 total administrative and overhead costs should be as 
17 low as possible to provide donors reasonable 
18 assurances that the maximum amount of their 
19 donation is going towards core services and 
20 programming; and 
21  WHEREAS, the IAFF Foundation’s effort to  
22 solicit contributions from corporations, charitable 
23 foundations, and large private donors is hindered by 
24 its high administrative expenses; and 
25  WHEREAS, the IAFF Foundation’s most recent  
26 IRS Form 990 Report demonstrates that the IAFF 
27 Foundation is operating at a deficit of almost a half 
28 million dollars per year; and 



29  WHEREAS, the IAFF’s Disaster Relief  
30 Operations (DRO) currently receives seven cents  
31 ($0.07) dedicated to cover the cost of personnel  
32 deployments to disasters; and 
33  WHEREAS, the IAFF Foundation’s Disaster  
34 Relief Fund (DRF) covers the cost of member 
35 Assistance, including relief grants, vaccines, peer  
36 support, and necessary equipment; and 
37  WHEREAS, the IAFF and IAFF Foundation work  
38 in conjunction to deliver the annual FFFM event; and 
39  WHEREAS, the current per capita allocations for  
40 the FFFM do not fully fund the cost of the annual 
41 event, flags, administration and grounds  
42 maintenance; and 
43  WHEREAS, the IAFF General Fund currently  
44 receives 2 cents ($0.02) dedicated to partially 
45 funding an employee position to assist affiliates in 
46 reporting line of duty deaths; help maintain the line 
47 of duty death database; communicate with fallen fire 
48 fighters' families and affiliate leaders regarding their 
49 participation at the memorial; register families, 
50 membership and guests for the memorial; and 
51 provide them with other materials pertaining to the 
52 FFFM event; assist IAFF affiliates with multiple line 
53 of duty deaths; order the IAFF medal for funerals, 
54 and respond to inquiries regarding LODD policy and  
55 protocol; and 
56  WHEREAS, the IAFF General Fund currently  
57 receives 4 1/4 cents ($0.0425) to fund the memorial 
58 ground’s maintenance; and 
59  WHEREAS, the IAFF Foundation will assume  
60 responsibility for the memorial ground’s maintenance 



61 and receive the 4 1/4 cents ($0.0425); and 
62  WHEREAS, the IAFF Foundation currently  
63 receives 15 cents ($0.15) restricted per capita  
64 funding, with allocations to the DRF  
65 (13 1/2 cents [$0.135]), Howie McClennan 
66  Scholarship (1 cent [$0.01]), and LODD medals 
67  (1/2 cent [$0.005]); and 
68  WHEREAS, the combined total of restricted per  
69 capita funding for the IAFF Foundation programs 
70 will be 19 1/4 cents ($0.1925); and 
71  WHEREAS, the current per capita allocations to  
72 the IAFF Foundation are restricted for specific  
73 programs without consideration for the shifting needs  
74 of the Foundation’s mission in a given budget cycle; 
75 therefore be it 
76  RESOLVED, That all current and future per  
77 capita assessments supporting the IAFF Foundation  
78 be considered unrestricted to enable the IAFF 
79 Foundation Board of Directors to develop and 
80 maintain a budget which better meets the fluctuating 
81 needs of the IAFF Foundation’s mission; and be it 
82 further 
83  RESOLVED, That a per capita increase of 21  
84 cents be added to the aforementioned 19 1/4 cents 
85 ($0.1925) to be received by the IAFF Foundation to 
86 ensure proper funding for all Foundation core 
87 services and programming, including full financial 
88 responsibility for the annual Fallen Fire Fighter 
89 Memorial service; and be it further 
90  RESOLVED, That all administrative and support  
91 services provided by the IAFF shall be performed at 
92 no cost to the IAFF Foundation to reduce 



93 administrative expenses; and be it further 
94  RESOLVED, That a per capita increase of 8 1/2  
95 cents ($0.085) be added to the IAFF General Fund to 
96 allow the IAFF to provide the same level of service 
97 to the IAFF Foundation in a fiscally responsible 
98 manner; and be it further 
99  RESOLVED, That a resolution shall be brought to  

100 every subsequent IAFF Convention to report on the 
101 fundraising efforts of the IAFF Foundation and to 
102 recommend either an increase, reduction, or no 
103 change to per capita funding levels based on the 
104 aforementioned report. 
 
Submitted by: IAFF Executive Board 
Cost Estimate:  29 1/2 cents ($0.295) 
Perpetual or Annual Designation:  

21 cents ($0.21) Perpetual (IAFF Foundation) 
8 1/2 cents ($0.085) Annual (IAFF) 

COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION:  Adopt  
CONVENTION ACTION:   
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